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Statement of Intent

At Bishopthorpe Preschool Playgroup children learn about the natural world, its animals and other living organisms, as part of the Early Years Foundation Stage. This may include contact with animals, or other living creatures, either in the Playgroup setting or on visits. We aim to ensure that this is in accordance with current appropriate hygiene and safety controls.

Methods

Animals brought into the Playgroup setting

· If animals or creatures are brought in by visitors to show the children they are the responsibility of the owner.

· Where possible parental permission will be sought before bringing any animal into our Playgroup.

· We carry out a risk assessment with the owner prior to the visit, detailing how the animal or creature is to be handled and how any safety or hygiene issues will be addressed.

· Children are taught correct handling and general care of the animal or creature and are supervised at all times.

· Children wash their hands after handling the animal or creature and do not have contact with animal soil or soiled bedding.

· Staff wear disposable gloves when cleaning housing or handling soiled bedding.

· Any allergies will be taken into account before the visit is arranged.

Animals belonging to parents on Playgroup premises

· At drop off and pick ups times, we do not allow animals e.g pet dogs onto the playground. This is due to not knowing if children and/or adults are comfortable around animals. Contact with animals can also cause issues for people who have allergies.
· If animals are brought, parents can either leave their pet on their lead and attach it to the bike racks. Or alternatively, parents can wait near the small gate, on the car park side and a member of staff will collect/return the child without the parent and animal having to enter the playground.

Visits involving animals

· Before a visit a risk assessment is carried out - this may take account of safety factors listed in the location’s own risk assessment which should be viewed.

· The outings procedure is followed at all times.

· Children wash their hands after contact with animals.

· Outdoor footwear worn to visit farms/sites is cleaned of mud and debris and should not be worn indoors.
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Safeguarding and Welfare Requirements





3.2. Providers must take all necessary steps to keep children safe and well. The requirements in this section explain what early years providers must do to: safeguard children; ensure the suitability of adults who have contact with children; promote good health; manage behaviour; and maintain records, policies and procedures.
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