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Maintaining Children’s Safety and Security Policy
Statement of Intent

Bishopthorpe Preschool Playgroup maintains the highest possible security of our playgroup premises to ensure that every child is safely cared for during their time with us.

Procedures

Children's personal safety

· We ensure all employed staff have been checked for criminal records by an enhanced disclosure from the data and Barring Service (DBS).

· Adults do not normally supervise children on their own.

· All children are supervised by adults at all times.

· Whenever children are on the premises at least two adults are present.

· We carry out risk assessments to ensure children are not made vulnerable within any part of our premises, nor by any particular activity.

Security

· Procedures are in place to assure the systematic safe arrival and departure of children. A member of staff stands by the door as the children arrive and leave the setting.
· Children's arrivals and departures are recorded.

· The arrival and departure times of adults - staff, volunteers and visitors - are recorded.

· Our systems ensure there is no unauthorised access to our premises. The kitchen door is kept locked and has a chain fitted. The door to the playground is kept locked when all the children are inside. A bell is fitted to inform us of visitors. 
· Our systems prevent children from leaving our premises unnoticed. The entrance gates have a bolt fitted on the outside of the gate and are checked before the children play outside
· The personal possessions of staff and volunteers are stored away from the children during sessions in the changing rooms. A lock prevents the children entering.
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Safeguarding and Welfare Requirements - Safety and suitability of premises, environment and equipment





3.55.Providers must ensure that their premises, including overall floor space and outdoor spaces, are fit for purpose and suitable for the age of children cared for and the activities provided on the premises. Providers must comply with requirements of health and safety legislation (including fire safety and hygiene requirements). 





3.56.Providers must take reasonable steps to ensure the safety of children, staff and others on the premises in the case of fire or any other emergency, and must have an emergency evacuation procedure. Providers must have appropriate fire detection and control equipment (for example, fire alarms, smoke detectors, fire blankets and/or fire extinguishers) which is in working order. Fire exits must be clearly identifiable, and fire doors must be free of obstruction and easily opened from the inside.
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